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January, 2023 

Calvary friends and family,  

Thank you for joining us this weekend! For those who will be 
gathering for lunch, for worship, or for both, we appreciate the 
recognition that Calvary holds a special place in your hearts. 
Whether it has been a week since you have been here or it has been 
a while, we are glad you are here to commemorate and celebrate 
all that God has done through this church as she now concludes her 
race. Your presence here is testimony of God’s goodness and grace 
lavished upon the many generations of the First Swedish Baptist 
Church of Boston, then Calvary Baptist Church, and ultimately 
Calvary Community Church. 

It has been my great pleasure to shepherd His people who call this 
church home through her final chapter. It has been a joy to see 
God’s manifold greatness as we worshipped, instructed, shared in 
fellowship, evangelized, and performed acts of service, expressing 
the love of Christ we ourselves have received. We have reflected, 
at times imperfectly, the character and love of our perfect God, and 
in so doing, have given hope to the hopeless, peace to the restless, 
and joy to the joyless. While we know that we have come to the 
end of our journey together, we also know that God has 
unimaginable blessings for us wherever we may go from here.  

As you share stories around the table, or laugh over the 
photographs that are shown, or get misty over that old hymn you 
haven’t heard in years, I hope you will praise God for all that He has 
accomplished through the special people of this special place. 
Rejoice in the friendships and faith that He has built up in you 
through the programs and people in and around Calvary. Rejoice in 
the light that we have been able cast so that the darkness would 
not overwhelm our neighborhoods. Rejoice in knowing that for 148 
years, the gospel has been shared with all who chance to enter 
these doors. Thanks be to God! 

May God bless you in the season ahead, 
Pastor Mike 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



A TIME FOR REMEMBERING 
JANUARY 14, 2023 AT NOON 

 

CATERED LUNCHEON 
HOUSE SALAD 

CHICKEN MARSALA WITH POTATOES 
TERIYAKI BEEF SKEWERS 

GRILLED VEGETABLES 
COOKIES AND BROWNIES 

CANNOLIS 
PROVIDED BY SIMPLY GOOD CATERING 

 

MEDITATION 
MATTHEW 13:52 

DR. JAMES SMITH III 
 

DIGITAL SLIDE SHOW 
MARIE PERETO-HEDIN 

 

WRITTEN REGARDS 
 

PERSONAL MEMORIES 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
REV. MICHAEL FERRINI 

 



 

Welcome to 

   Calvary  

  Community  
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And let us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds. 

Hebrews 10:24 

 

CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH 

286 ASHMONT STREET, DORCHESTER, MA 02124 
Telephone: (617) 825-7832   E-Mail: calvaryboston@outlook.com 

Rev. Michael Ferrini, Pastor 



A TIME OF REJOICING 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2023 AT 11AM 

#Music Prelude                  Kate Jihye Choi 

*Opening Chorus  “10,000 Reasons” 

Words of Welcome         Rev. Michael Ferrini 

Gathering to Worship God 

 Call to Worship Psalm 15       Marie Pereto-Hedin 

 Prayer of Invocation 

    * Hymn of Praise  “Thanks to God”         Inside Back Cover 

 Congregational Prayer 

    * Hymns of Worship “Day by Day”       #718 
     “Like a River Glorious”          #737 

Listening to the Word of God 

 Scripture Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10    P. 835 

 Sermon  “We Remember”     Rev. Michael Ferrini 

Responding to the Call of God 

 Offering our Gifts  

     Hymn of Response “Lead On, O King Eternal”      #724 

    * Closing Prayer and Charge to the Church        Dr. James Smith III 

*Closing Song  “God Be with You”        #232 

*Benediction           Rev. Michael Ferrini 

Music Postlude 



Pastorates and Major 

Milestones  

 

1869 – Albertina Bergman marries Frank Hanson and opens their 
home to Swedish Baptists new to Boston 

1870 – A Swedish mission is established in the North End of 
Boston 

1873 – The mission moves to Tremont Temple 

January 15, 1875 – Fifteen people gather at the home of Lauritz 
Johanson and organize the First Swedish Baptist Church of 
Boston 

1875-1878 – Lauritz Johanson 

1875 – The women of the church form a sewing circle, called Star 
of Hope, and later began the building fund project 

1877 – The church hires Mathilda Brown to serve as a missionary 
in Boston among the Swedish immigrants 

1879 – Olaf Lindh 

1879 – Tremont Temple burns to the ground and Pastor Lindh 
leaves immediately for Chicago in shock 

1880-1885 – Axel Tjernlund 

 1885-1886 – Erik Lundin  

1886-1887 – J.P. Westerberg (interim) 

1887-1888 – Olaf Lindh 

c1887 – Tremont Temple burns to the ground again and the 
church meets at the Y.W.C.A and at the Bromfield Street 
Methodist Church 



1888-1897 – Axel Tjernlund 

1896 – The church becomes self-supporting financially 

1897-1910 – Alfred Lindberg 

1897 – The church organizes its first Sunday school 

1900 – The church celebrates its 25th anniversary and begins a 
drive to raise $10,000 with which to buy a permanent home 

1903 – The church dedicates its own building (on Shawmut 
Avenue) to the glory of God 

1910-1915 – J.O. Backlund 

1910 – The Philathea Class (Sunday school class for young women) 
begins 

1915-1919 – J. G. Oster 

1918 – The Baraca Class (Sunday school class for young men) 
begins 

 1920 – William Kohler (interim)  

1920-1924 – Herman Litorin 

1923 – The church becomes debt free, the vestry was 
rededicated, and the building was wired for electricity 

 1924-1927 – C.T. Martin  

c1925 – One service a month is held in English 

1928-1931 – George Ferre 

1929 – The Temple Guild is formed for young mothers unable to 
attend Sunday school and later assume responsibility for the 
Interest payments on the new building until the mortgage is 
fully paid 

1931-1938 – J. G. Oster 



March 3, 1935 – The last service is held in the church on Shawmut 
Avenue 

1935-1936 – The church uses Whiton Hall in Dorchester as Its 
place of worship 

April 26, 1936 – The church dedicates Its new building on 
Ashmont Street in Dorchester 

1938-1951 – E.A. Fernlund 

1949 – For publicity purposed, the name of the church is changed 
to Calvary Baptist Church, indicating the Swedish language 
was no longer being used 

1949 – Pastor Fernlund oversees the creation of the Mr. and Mrs. 
Group, an organization of young married couples 

1950 – The church celebrates its 75th anniversary and the 
mortgage is burned 

1952-1957 – C. Alan Olsson 

1955 – The church decides to celebrate the service of Communion 
every other month in the morning (until then it had been 
celebrated in the evening only) 

 1957-1964 – George McNeill (the first pastor without a 
Swedish background) 

1964-1965 – Daniel Weiss (interim) 

1965-1968 – Stanley Anderson 

1968 – Oscar B. Anderson (interim) 

1968-1976 – David J. Frenchak 

1970 – Calvary hires the Rev, Patricia Parris as community 
minister 

1973 – A group of Haitians begins using the building on Sunday 



afternoon, eventually becoming the Boston Missionary Baptist 
Church with its own building 

1975 – Calvary Baptist celebrates Its first 100 years 

1976-1984 – James D. Smith 

1979 – Steven Anderson comes as ministerial intern 

1984-1985 – Grif Vautier (interim) 

1985-1989 – John Ensor 

1986 – Calvary Baptist celebrates fifty years of ministry at 286 
Ashmont Street 

1989-1996 – Colby Swan 

1994 – The Vietnamese Alliance Church begins its ministry at 286 
Ashmont Street 

1996-1997 – John Burgess (interim) 

1997-2023 – Michael F. Ferrini 

2000 – Calvary Baptist celebrates its 125th anniversary 

2006-2007 – A successful renovation campaign is held focusing on 
both the physical needs of the building and the spiritual needs 
of the people 

2009 – The church begins its partnership with World Vision and 
the community to pack Caregiver Kits for third world countries 

2015 – The church changes its name to Calvary Community 
Church and begins using a new logo for its publicity 

2022 – Calvary Community Church sells the church building to the 
Vietnamese Alliance Church of Boston 

  



 
 
 



LOOKING BACK 
Sermon Notes for January 15, 2023 

“We Remember” – 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 
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                         Follow Us – @CalvaryBoston 

  “Like” Us – facebook.com/calvaryboston  

Visit Us – www.calvary-boston.org 

For a copy of this message, contact Calvary Community Church at (617) 825-7832  
or visit www.calvary-boston.org for a download link. 

 
 
 
 
 

Give Online 


